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TAX INCENTIVE FOR LOCAL LAND CONSERVATION RENEWED 

LandChoices Supports Making This Incentive Permanent

Milford, MI - Private landowners—and especially family farmers and ranchers—are the beneficiaries of a newly passed federal tax incentive for conservation.  The incentive, which had expired at the end of 2007, helped LandChoices and land trusts across America work with willing landowners nationwide to conserve agricultural land and natural areas in 2006 and 2007.  
Landowners now have until December 31, 2009 to take advantage of these benefits. But the new law is temporary.  Unless renewed, 2010 easements will revert to a much lower level of tax benefits. 

“This law will help landowners and land trusts protect important lands across America,” said Kirt Manecke, LandChoices’ president and founder. “This is exactly the financial boost landowners need to help preserve the lands that make their communities special.”
The incentive makes it more economically feasible for thousands of farmers, ranchers and other landowners of modest means to conserve their land and keep it in agricultural production. Voluntary conservation agreements, also known as conservation easements, can protect working farms and ranches and make it easier for families to leave the land to the next generation.

The incentive, which applies to a landowner’s federal income tax, will:

· Raise the deduction a donor can take for donating a voluntary conservation agreement from 30% of their income in any year to 50%; 

· Allow farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100% of their income; and 

· Increase the number of years over which a donor can take deductions from 6 to 16 years.

According to the Land Trust Alliance, a national organization that provides a voice for land trusts in Washington, DC, more than 200 Members of Congress have cosponsored legislation to permanently extend the incentive.  

LandChoices is a national non-profit land conservation organization based in Milford, Michigan helping landowners preserve land. For more information please visit www.landchoices.org. 
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