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Helping Preserve the Places You Cherish


BACKGROUND: LandChoices was founded in April, 2005. It was financed by a handful of generous donors and loans for start up costs on credit cards. 

FROM THE FOUNDER: "Growing up, I remember walking the beautiful rolling farm fields and forests across from our home in Orchard Lake, Michigan with our German Shepherd, Edee. Pheasants cackled and flushed over the hedgerows. I came home from college one weekend and was heartbroken to see this land clear-cut and scraped flat for a new subdivision, 'The Woods of Orchard Lake'.

With LandChoices, I plan to help stop the rapid destruction of America’s most at-risk lands - those slated for subdivision development - and provide an effective and profitable solution using conservation subdivision design.

I attended workshops by Randall Arendt on conservation subdivision design, and by Boston Tax Attorney Steve Small on preserving family lands. After Steve Small told me that 'up to 90% of landowners are not aware of any options besides selling land their land for conventional development', I created LandChoices to reach out to landowners and planners to help save your favorite places.

There are excellent land conservation options for landowners, but the message isn't getting out fast enough. Through LandChoices I plan to spread the word and help protect our special lands and wildlife."

Kirt Manecke, LandChoices' Founder and President
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